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Publication of it, is 4 very great Han 
to me; fo I hope it will recommend it io 
true Lovers of our Church and Nation, 
lea contribute to convince them of the N | 


of that Opinion, which J have the Happ 
a agree with you in; namely, That Re 


and Hncharitableneſs are Sins in phone 


they are found, and that all thoſe 


down, or, to uſe 4 more filthy nr 
of their own, of ſpewing up 45 0A 


out of every Oriſtion Society. . "This i 
my Defign in compoſing the W 


in defiring the Publication of it: and, th 
may obtain ſo good an End, is the bl 
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GENTLEMEN, = 
Your very Aﬀe@tionats, and 
woſt i Humble Seryan 
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of Fz thinkeft thou this, O Di 
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Romans Ik: 


that judgeſt them which do 
fuch things, and deft the ſame, 
that thou ſhalt eſcape the 
m— Ul God? 


N 8 no one can give greater TR 
ebf Atheiſm and 1 


eli 
to commit things which 1 him- 
EP W ſelf condemns; for which his 
Conſcience accuſes him, his Rea- 
fon at the fame time forbidding the Prac- 
tice of them; and for the Commiſſion of 


which he teaches -others to ex - hea- 
vieſt Judgment of Almighty n 
N 5 2 thing 
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8 QASERMON, preachd at 
thing more plainly diſcovers the Weakneſi 
and Corruption, and at the ſame time the Va. 
nity and Pride of Human Nature, than that 
Readineſs which moſt Men ſhew to cenſure 
and condemn others for Crimes of- which 
themſelves are moſt notoriouſly guilty ; and 
which they pretend to deteſt and abhor, 
even at the fame time that they take much 
pains, and run very great hazards to com- 
mit them. 


AND tho ſuch a Practice is inanifeſtly 
contradictory to the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, and is what the Modeſty of Naz 
ture would bluſh at; yet it always has been, 
and alas! is ſtill almoſt univerſal ; there be- 
ing few, very few, but are in ſome meaſure 
guilty in this reſpect: inſomuch, that it 
ſeems to be the moſt laſting, as well as the 
greateſt Corruption of our Soul; and is, I 
think, if we wanted other, a manifeſt Proof 
of Original Sin, and of the Depravity of 
our Nature conſequent to it. For what 
Crime _ Man ſtick I dares be 

ilty of ſuch open Hypocriſy (if it may 
- card H oily) as — put . in pre. 
tice, which he deteſts in Principle? Who 
has the Impudence to commit that which 
his Conſcience before-hand refuſes; which 
he condemns himſelf for even in the AQ 
of Deliberation and Commiſſion; and which 
his own Reaſon, as well as Revelation, tells 


him 


far harden'd his Heart, and his Forchead too, 
25 that inſtead of being aſham'd'of, he is on- 
ly made more impudent and daring by his 
Guilt? And by being firſt ſelf. condemn' d, 
decomes not the more humble and modeſt, 


more forward to upbraid and condemn others 
for the Crimes of which himſelf is guilty ? 


This, tho the Temper of Devils, of the 


ey 
, 


Text ; wherein I ſhall conſider, 


Firſt, The Nature: 4: 
Secondly, The Prevalency of the Sin wifich 
be Apoſtle is arguing againſt. 


AND, Firff, Let me ſpeak to the Nature 
f it. © The Sin then, which the Apoſtle is 
waing againſt, as to the Nature of it, is 
ich as offends againſt the Law of Charity, 
acs hich is the great Law as well of our Rea- 

In, as of our Religion, in the moſt fl t 
ich anner, and in the worſt ſenſe that poſſibly 
n be. He does not reprove the Innocent 


Ir 2 and condemning the Guilty; 
bich, in the way of private Cenſure Rd; 
lls Nagment, is in many Caſes alſo an Offence 
i | againſt 


*» the Aſizes at Hertford, - » 4 
him God will finally condemn him for? 
What Sin will he not commit, who has fo 


which ſhould be the Effect of Guilt; bur the 


great Accuſer rather than of Man, has in 
Age of the World been too much the 
ce of Men; as will appear from the 
emaining Part of my Diſcourſe upon the 


* 


and raſh, and ſevere in — 4 


in his own Practice, which he pretends to 
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ainſt the Law of Charity: but the Guilty 
157 cenſuring and condemning, if not the 
Innocent, at leaſt his Fellow-Criminal. The 
Self. condemn'd here, forgetful of his own 
Faults, is more than becomes him mindful 
of other Mens; mindful of them not to i 
void them himſelf, or to reprove his Brother 
with the Spitit of Meekneſs and Love, b 
to reproach him for them. He is preſump i 
tuous and arrogant, and therefore forward 


= 


ment agaipſt others more innocent 17 
at the worſt, but equally guilty with 'him-W 
ſel In contradiction to his own notoriou 
Criminal Behaviour, and the unblameablef 
Demeanour of others; and in open deſiance i 
of the impartial Judgment of Almighty God, 
he confidently fuppoſes and aſſerts his ow 
Innocence and Uprightneſs, and boldly ac- 
cuſes and condemns his really guiltlels Neighs : 
bour ; plainly admitting that in himſelf, and ; 
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abhor in others; and publickly deteſting 
that which he nor only privately, but eren 
publickly commits ; and tho himſelf be 
the greateſt Offender, with wonderful Auto- 
gance, takes upon him to judg and cenſure 

other Men. 5 (tant 


THAT this was the Caſe before St. Paull 
when he put the Queſtion in the Text, wi 
plainly appear from a ſhort View of the Ar 

gument 
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IN which the Apoſtles chief Deſign is 


Ito ſhew, that neither the Greeks (by whom 
ve muſt underſtand the Gentiles in general) 
Iby the Law of Nature; nor the Jews, by the 
Law of Moſes, can obtain Righteouſnets and 
W juſtification before God; or (being both 
W Sinners, as having offended; the one bs ye" 
che Law of Nature, the other againſt the 
law of Nature, and of Moſes too) that 
they could poflibly avoid the Judgment of 
bod: and therefore, if _ would hope 
or Salvation, they muſt emb 


1ey I race the Go. 
pel of Chriſt Jeſus; his Merits, and the 


W Grace and Mercy of his Goſpel, being ab- 
bolutely neceſſary to their Salvation. In 
order to convince them of which, he firſt 
endeavours to convince them both of their 
W own Sin and Unworthineſs, in that they had 
both held the Truth they had receiv'd in 
uarighteouſneſs; and neither of them had 
valked worthy of their Vocation, or agree- 
ble to that Light and Knowledge whereutito 


they had attain'd. 


TO this purpoſe he ſpeaks to the Gen- 
tiles in the eilt, and to cb , in the ſecond 
Chapter; with reſpect to both he lays down 
this Poſition, upon which he builds his 
whole Argument againſt them at the eigh- 

| B teenth 
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10 A SERMON preach at 
teenth Verſe of the firſt Chapter; Thar i 
the Goſpel of Chriſt the Wrath 'of God 
reveal'd from Heaven againſt all U 
neſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hol 
the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. And this h 
makes good in oppoſition to them both 
but to the Gestiles firſt, ſnewing them in 
remaining part of the firſt Chapter, ho 
juſtly they were obnoxious to the Wrath « 
God for their Diſobedience to that Light « 
Reaſon, which God had given them, as th 
Law they were to govern themſelves b 
He convinces them of Sin and Unworthi 
neſs, becauſe, tho God had ſeveral ways mad 
| himſelf known to them, writing, as it were 
ſome knowledge of himſelf at firſt in theiff 
Hearts; and had by the Creation and viſt 
ble Things of the World, manifeſted himſe 
more plainly unto them; diſcovering by thi 
viſible Things that were made, the inviſibla 
Things of himſelf, even his eternal Powe 
and Godhead : yet they glorify*d him not a 
God; they were unthankful to him, and be 
came vain. in their Imaginations, and thei 
fooliſh Heart was darken'd. Profeſling them 
ſelves to be Wile (i. e. Philoſophers) the 
became Fools; and chang'd the Glory of the 
Incorruptible God into an Image made like 
to Corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four 
footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. The 
3 the Truth of God into a Lye, and 


worthip'd and ferv'd the Creature more _ 
he 
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he Creator, who is bleſſed for ever: which 


entieth to the twenty fifth Verſe. For 
Which reaſon he tells them further, That 
ad gave them up to Uncleannels, to vile 
lections, to a reprobate Mind, and to do 
joſe things which are not convenient, ei- 
her to be done, or ſo much as mention'd. 
v that, at laſt, being filPd with all Unrigh- 
ouſnels, Fornication, Malice, Envy, De- 
ute, Cc. they, who knew the Judgment 
God, that they who did commit ſuch 
Wings were worthy of Death, not only did 
e lame, but had pleaſure in thoſe that did 
em. 


AND having thus convinc'd the Gen- 
, he turns to the Jews in the ſecond Chap- 
and having firſt obſerv'd in general to 
m, that God will render to every Man 
ording to his Deeds, there being no re- 
ct of Perſons with God; and that as 
my as have ſinned without Law, ſhall al- 
periſh without Law; and that as many 
have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be judged 
the Law: he tells them particularly, 
not the Hearers of the Law, but the 
ers of the Law only ſhall be juſtify'd be- 
e God]; and that their Circumciſion, which 
hey uld verily profit them if they kept the 
andi, would be made Uncircumciſion by 
han ir boing Breakers of the Law: and con- 
the | B 2 cludes 


the Subſtance of his Argument from the - 
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concludes the whole of his Advice to th 
Jews moſt admirably in the two laſt Verſe 
of the Chapter: For he is not a Jem, Wh 
is one outwardly ; neither is that Circumeii 
ſion, which is outward in the Fleſh : but h 
is a Jem, who is one inwardly ; and Circum 
ciſion is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, ani 
not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not off 
Men, but of God. = 


IN this manner he conyinces the Jews, a 
he had before the Gentiles, of their Sin an 
Folly; and of the Neceſſity they were un 
der of embracing the Chriſtian Doctrine, iſ 
they would attain unto Salvation. Andthulif 
far the Apoſtle purſues the general Deſig 
of his Epiſtle ; but from hence he alſo take 
occaſion to reprove them for a Practice iii 

which both Jem and Gentile were very faulty 
and which very ill became either, vis. thei 

Forwardneſs to accuſe, and cenſure, and re 

proach one another in the way of privat 

Judgment. For this he reproves them both 

the Context being fo plac'd at the beginnin 
of the ſecond Chapter, that it may be unde 

ſtood to relate to the Argument on both ſides 

but more particularly to the Jews, who wer 

moſt notoriouſly guilty of this vain and uni 

charitable Behaviour. Vain ever, in ex 

ling and boaſting of their own Righteoul 
nels, and ever uncharitable in cenſuring an 

charging others with Faults, which _ 

ELVC 


PE N 


the lves were moſt remarkably chargeable with. 
ele lo them therefore we will ſuppoſe the Apo- 
he e more particularly pues, himſelf, (cho 
mei bot without an eye to the Gentiles, who 
tere allo faulty in this reſpect) at the be- 
um ining of this Chapter, ver. 1. Thou art in- 
i xxcuſable, O Man, wheſoever thou art that 
N ulgeſt, for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou 
Wndemueſs thy ſelf ; for thou that judgeſt 
i the ſame things.-—— And thinkeſt thou 
Wis, O Man, that judgeſt them which do ſuch 
and lings, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape 
un e Judgment of God? : 


2 IN which Words the Apoſtle plainly re- 
ſig voves the Jews, becauſe of their Unchari- 
Ke nableneſs, in being forward to judge, and cen- 
e i ure, and condemn others, particularly the 
ty Gentiles ; but he alfo reproves them for their 


Wy tolerable Arrogance, in taking upon them 
o judge others, when they themſelves were 
vat won ſo many accounts liable to be cenſur'd, 
ud ſo obnoxious every way to the Judg- 
ain nent of Almighty God. He ſhews them 
rot only their Preſumption, but their inex- 
auſable Folly in ſo doing, in that while they 
rer condemn'd others, they condemn'd them- 
elves, who were guilty of the ſame Faults; 
and therefore as having ſinned knowingly, 
ud committed things which themſelves con- 
(emn'd in others, were more unlikely to 

cape the Judgment of God, 
AND 
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A ND this, I think, ſufficiently fhewsr 
Nature of the Sin argu'd againſt in the Text. 
| Secondly, LET me then proceed, in th 
next place, to conſider the Prevalency of i; 


AND here, at my Entrance upon th 
art of my Undertaking, I cannot but ob 
— how —_— a Scene, , and wha 
humbling Conſiderations I am to lay befor 
you: having promis'd to ſhew how muci# 
this odious Sin has prevail'd amongſt Man 
kind; and being oblig'd therefore to repre 
ſeat human Nature forſaken of Shame an 
Modeſty, harden'd in Iniquity, and darin 3 
and impudent even in Guilt : the Criminal 7 
invading the Seat of Juſtice, and accuſing - 
and exerciſing the greateſt Severity again{Mil | 
the Innocent; not only calling Good Evil 
and Evil Good, but practiſing in that corrup 
Manner, and refuſing that Charity and Mer 
cy to others, which himſelf has ſo much 
need of. For alas! this Practice, hateful as if 
is to God and Man, has been almoſt univer 
ſal; there being few among the Sons of Men 
but have been and are more or leſs guilty in 
this reſpect. | 9 


AND our Apoſtle's Argument, which is ap 
plicable both to Jem and Gentile, into which 
the World was then chiefly divided, does {| 


% 
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ſome meaſure ſhew this. But the Heathen 
riters alſo, both Greek and Latin, both Phi- 
ſophers and Poets, do every where complain 
and reprove this Vice : they obſerve 
apt Men are to overlook their own, and 
w quick to remark upon the Faults of o- 
ers ; how indulgent to themſelves; how 
ere to others; how ready to excuſe that 
themſelves, which they would cenſure, 
d even puniſh not only with Severity, 
kt with Malice in another. 


WHoxAack ſpeaks of it as a fooliſh and 
Wicked part of Self-Love, and what was 
Whrthy to be cenſur'd +. 


ing 
rurrx fays it is the Property of Folly 
in forget one's own Faults, and to be ſevere 


vi Won other Mens ||. 
| 5 


up | 
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+ Stultus & improbus hic amor eſt dignuſque notari. 
Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippus inunctis 


ar Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum 


nic Quam aut Aquila, aut ſerpens Epidaurius 1 
w| | Sat. 3. Lib. 1. 
does trie proprium eſt, aliorum vitia cernere, obliviſei ſuo- 
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AND to name no more, SEN ECA U 
it down as a Rule, Thar every one, W. 
takes upon him to cenſure another, ſho 
firſt try and examine himfelf; and that 
one ſhould condemn ſmall Faults in anoth 
when he knows himſelf to be guilty 
greater . 2. 


WHICH Inſtances do at the fame tit 
ſhew the Folly and the Prevalency oft 
ſinful Practice among the Gentile part of M. 
kind: And that the Jews were above meaſi e 
given to boaſt of their own Righteouſn 
and deſpiſe others, is ſo every where 1 
ble even in the Goſpel, as well as in thi": 
own Hiſtory, and in the Complaints of Mel 
Prophets, that I think it needleſs to enlaf 
upon it as to them. _ 


THUS then did Uncharitableneſs pp": 
vait in the World at that time; for wh! 
reaſon probably it is, that we find it fo 
quently condemn'd by our Bleſſed Lord 
his Apoſtles in the New Teſtament ; em 
that Charity is made the Mark and Cha 
ter of a true Diſciple by our Saviour: 
this, ſays he, ſhall all Men know, that joue 


Unuſquiſq; de alio judicaturus, de ſeipſo primum judicet an 
minora in alio errata condemnet, cum ipſe graviora comm f 
De Ira, Lib. I, Self. 14. | | | G 
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Do/ſſiples, if you have Love one for another. 
A ohn Pp 35. Y he reaſon of nch is con- 
wilio'd in the Verſe preceding, becauſe he had 
ouMircn it as his particular Commandment, that 
ey ſhould love one another; A nem Com- 
ndment I give unto you, that you love one 
other. Where he calls this a new Com- 
undment, py becauſe Uncharitableneſs 
as ſo much in practice both among Jem 
nd Gentile in his days; as alſo, — - 
aſe he had preſs'd the Duty of Love and 
MWharity further than ever any Prophet or 
Teacher had done before him. 


un | | 
"14M AND well would it have been for the 
th briſtian World; well would it be for it at 
f eeſent, if either our Saviour's Doctrine or 
$:ample, back d by the Examples, the Ad- 
Wonitions, Exhortations, and Intreaties of 
Holy Apoſtles, and all his Faithful Fol- 
vers, could have put a ſtop to this prevail- 
Vice. We then ſhould never have heard 
ſo one Chriſtian's, or of one Father of the 
durch's Cenſuring, Condemning, and Ana- 
; Ncmatizing another, for keeping of Eaſter 
hall iew days ſooner or later, ſuppoſe; or for 
r: N latters of Opinion only: in which both might 
yvouf ve enjoy d the Freedomof Thought, and the 
riſtian Doctrine have been nevertheleſs true 
d intire. We ſhould not have ſeen one 
an ſetting up for Infallibility in the Church 
God; 21 expecting a ready Submiſſion 
C to 
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18 ASERMON preachd at 
to all his Deciſions as ſuch; and. then exer 
ciſing his Omnipotence alſo to puniſh all th 
Diſobedient and Unbelieving. Not conten 
ted to afflict and torment ſome with Tryalſ 
of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, of Bond 
and Impriſonments; not ſatisfy'd with ſton 
ing others to Death upon ſome Occaſions 
with ſawing ſome aſunder; with burning of 
thers alive; nor with pulling the Fleſh fon 
the Bones of others with red hot Pincers 
In ſhort, not fatisfy'd with all the terrible 
Hocking Cruelties of the Ingaiſition; aſte 
this by his mighty Power he conſigns then 
over to the Devil and his Angels, to greate 
Miſeries as he would have us believe. Buff 
whether in Hell it ſelf are greater Torment 
than in the Inquiſition, ſome have queſtion'd 
and if the Miſery of one was not eternal 
and the Torment of the Mind; and the of 
ther only a bodily Pain, and of a ſhort Con 
tinuance; and ſo much the ſhorter, by how 
much the more exquiſite, there would bt 
ſome reaſon perhaps for the Doubt: 4 


BUT to return; If all our Saviour has laid 
or done could have put a ſtop to Uncharif 
rableneſs, we ſhould not have ſeen Father 
"againſt Fathers; nor Councils againſt Coun i 
cils; nor Altar againſt Altar: and much lei 
(which was the Scandal and Madneſs of the : 
laſt Age) Altar againſt Table; nor Church 
againſt Church, Chriſtendom would not havay 


if 
been 
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er been ſo often a Field of Blood; nor its Prin- 
che ces and States in Arms, deſtroying and mur- 
dering one another upon religious Accounts, 
ss ſome love to ſpeak, but truly upon the 
count of the Ceremonies and Diſcipline of 
he Church: which it muſt be acknowledg'd 
iter all, are, at the beſt, but the Shell of 
Religion; and are juſt the fame to the Chriſ- 
tan Doctrines, as his Clothes are to a Man: 
HI which are indeed decent and convenient, and 
n ſome forr neceſſary for him; but he is not 
the more a Man for being richly clothed, nor 
the leſs for being in Rags: He is the ſame, 
in truth, whether his Garment be coarſe or 
fine; whether of this or another Dye. 


BUT to come a little nearer to our own 
189 Caſe: If we in this Nation had any Love, 
my degree almoſt of that Charity which 
on our Saviour taught; we, a Nation of Pro- 

KJ ceſtanrs- (for fo I thought we were, till with- 

$J in theſe few Years) ſhould not be thus miſe- 
J :bly divided as we are, ready to ſtain our. 
Hands in each others Blood: and this not 
ic for the ſake of our Holy Religion; not for 
MJ the fake of our Excellent Conſtitution, either 
nn Church or State, but againſt them, and in 
order to deſtroy them both: and purely to 
A fatisfy a revengeful Temper, or a diſappoin- 
ed Aim and Deſire. Fr Yet 
LASTLY, to fay no more of Charity; 


JW if Men amongſt us had any Honefty, they 
5 RD could 
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could not ſure trifle with God, with thei on 
Religion, and their Souls, as many do; theft 
could not, as many do, {port themſelves wit e 
the Solemnity of Oaths; which Man in be) 
deed can impoſe, but not releaſe from: Oath 
which have been the only, and indeed th 1 


tirely depend. For if Oaths are once ren be. 
der d ineffectual, or become diſregardedi 

(which is what I muſt not forget to mention 
upon this Solemn Occaſion) what become 
of that Law and Juſtice which is now ſo judi 
ciouſly and impartially adminiſter'd amongſt 
us in this Nation? Whoſe Liberty, wholdi 
Eſtate, whoſe Property, nay whoſe Life is 
then ſecure? Which of all theſe is not in 
danger every hour, and at the diſpoſal offi 
every hard-mouth'd perjur'd Villain? I lay 
therefore, if Men amongſt us had any Ho- 
neſty, they could not ſure call God to wit- 
neſs, and imprecate his Judgment upon ai 
deſign'd Perjury. They could not appeal to 
hisVeracity, only to gain Credit enough more W 
fatally to deceive the Perſon they ſwear to; Wi 


they could not take an Oath with an Inten- 
tion 
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geil on to break it, or moſt ſolemn 2 to 
he efend the King they deſign to rebel againſt 
ide firſt 4 er „or at leaſt ſo ſoon as 
in ey could do it with Safety. | | 

hill | 


4 


th T O be yet more plain, our Caſe oy 
S 


er ch as, I think, not only juſtifies, but 
ing ir the plaineſt Dealing: If there was any 
Wlodeſty or Senſe of Shame left, if ſome Men 
ere not harden'd both in Iniquity and Im- 
Wudence, they could not openly condemn 
Eicmſclves in that which they openly com- 
git; they could not wrongfully condemn o- 
Wers for things themſelves were guilty of; 
ey could not, at leaſt, hope to eſcape the 
it Judgment and Wrath of Almighty God, 
hen they commit things which they con- 
en in others, and which their Conſciences 
erefore muſt condemn them for. The Man, 
gli r inſtance, who has been ſentencing Rebels 
r his whole Life, could not himſelf appear 
is Arms, or in any wiſe encourage others to 
in ſo, againſt his only Rightful and Lawful 
Wing; againſt the King in Poſſeſſion, the on- 
8 King our Laws know any thing of; and 
W-ainſt the King he had fworn to. If he had 
it- Not the greateſt Impudence, he could not 
| Pg others for the Faults himſelf is prac- 
Wing; he could never upbraid any one with 
Fic cruel impious Tragedy of January 1648. 
o; Wile himſelf is attempting the ſame thing 
T'ithout the leaſt Proyocation, without the 


leaſt 


. 
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leaſt Pretence. No Man, that could blu In 
would pretend the greateſt Affection for i 
Church eſtabliſf d, and take it ill if he is n 
beliey'd in ſuch a Profeſſion; and at the au 
time riſe in Arms with Papiſts, and Noni 
rors, and Highlanders, againft a Pfoteſta 
Prince of our own Communion, undoubte 
ly deſcended from our Royal Family; a 
in fayour of a Popiſh Pretender, a Son ui 
the Pope's indeed, we are ſure, and a Nai 0 
ling of France! But as incredible as this W 
yet we have ſeen it; many of theſe Proſeſſo If 
did lately appear in Arms, and more, I fea 
would have done the fame, if they had n& 
been in a manner doubly prevented. Su 
a Practice, fuch Guilt as this, one wou 
think, ſhould fill a conſcious Creature wii 
Shame, and cover him with his own. Conf" 
fion : Bur alas ! for theſe Men, while Je 1 
triumph in Confuſion, and glory in the 
Shame, they repent of, and are heartily ſo 
for the beſt thing that has been done fin 
be Days of our Glorious Eliabeth: the 
condemn the late Happy Revolution, b . 
which only this Church and Nation were q 
— be ſav'd _— utter Ruin; and this WM 
the very Inſtant they were attempting anq; . 
ther — Popiſh Slavery 5 X 
ſtition. Bur I conclude this very melancholf 
Scene with the Poet: | = 
——Paudet hc opprobria nobis, 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


"& 
. 
2 
A 


= Exhortation. 


BU T what Exhortation will prevail with 
en that are forſaken of Reaſon, and loſt 
all Senſe of Shame; who are already 
ef to the Calls of their own Conſcience, 

ad who ſeem to be harden'd in their Ini- 

Wuity? They will return only Evil for our 
$800d-will, and refuſe to hear the Voice of the 
armer, could he charm them never 1 wiſely. 
o The Sword of the Spirit is the only Wea- 
vn that can pierce theſe harden'd Hearts, 
ad bring them to a Senſe of themſelves and 
eeir Duty; I ſhall therefore to them 
ly in the Words of St. Paul to the Jews 


id che like Caſes: firſt in the Text ; Thinkeſft 


\ 
- 


h things, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt 
ſape the Judg ment of God? whoſe Judgment, 
as knoweſt, is according to Truth againſt them 
zue ieh commit ſuch things. And as he again ar- 
ges at Ver. 17. of the Chapter from whence 
have my Text: Behold thou art called 4 Jew, 
gad reſteſt in the Lam; and mateſ thy Boaſt of 
s 0; and knoweſt his Wil; and approveſt the 
n lings that are more excellent ; being inſtructed 
xg of the Law. Aud art confident, that thou 
% /elf art a Guide of the Blind; 4 Ligͤi to 
erm which fit in Darkneſs; an Inftrnttor 
e Fooliſh; 4 Teacher of Babes; which haſt the 
rm of Knowledg, and of the Truth in the 
. OL F aw, 


os this, O Man, that juageſt them which do 
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nd haſten to make ſome Inference by way 
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Law. Thou therefore who teacheſt anothell;.) 
teac heſt thou not thy ſelf * Thou 1 er 
a Man ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal? D or 
that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not commit Adulier 
doſt thou commit Adultery? Thou that abhoñ hd 
reſt Idols, doſt thou commit Sacrilege? TH 
that makeſt thy Boaſt of the Lam, thro breali® 
ing the Law, diſhonoureſt thou God? For ti 
Name of God is blaſphemed among the Gentil 
thro you. | | 
BUT tho I have no more to ſay to thoſlMnd 
whom I look upon as loſt ; and who 'perifſer 
haps will revile me for what is already Gil ur 
and whoſe Cure, I fear, in the end muſt be af f 
ſevere as their Undertakings have been, an 
are ſtill deſperate and hardy: Vet I beg nl 
leave to urge ſome few Conſiderations to al i 
Faithful Chriſtians, and to all True Member 
of this Church. 


. 
1. LET all Faithful Chriſtians conſider 
from what has been ſaid, how odious thei 
Sin of Uncharitableneſs is; how unbecom 
ing either as they are Men or Chriſtians, A 
Men, how immodeſt and indecent it is, that ch 
ſo fallible, fo frail, ſo ſinful a Creature as the br 
beſt Man is, ſhould be ever cenſuring andiſu 
condemning others, if for no other, * for 
this Reaſon, leſs guilty than himſelf? who, 
if he would but look at home, and examine 


well his own Heart in the firſt place, wel 


Pro 
the 
by 
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ind as many, if not more, and greater Sins. 
here, than in the Perſon he is judging ; and 
h j rould therefore be much better imploy'd in 
tifying what is amils in himſelf than in 
nding out what was ſo in another. If any Man 
Jas free from Sin, and intirely innocent, he 
Night then indeed, with greater Shew of 
Wcaſon, or a better Face at leaſt, accuſe and 
atence the Guilty: but for Guilt it ſelf to 
n Accuſer, is intolerable. A Perſon that 
Hives not ſtand in need of Pardon, may judge 
Ind puniſh with Severity, and deal with e- 
cry other Man according to his Works; 
ar he, whoſe very beſt Deeds ſtand in need 
aht Excuſe, and muſt not be view'd but with 
ng vour and Mercy, ſhould for that Reaſon 
ny forbear to cenſure another altogether 
s innocent and good as himſelf. 


th 


if 
% 
- 


id 


ers | 
2. HOW unbecoming a Chriſtian is this 

Wractice! Charity, as I ſaid before, is made 
er : e Mark and Character of a true Diſciple 
ha by our Bleſſed Saviour; and I again aſſert, 
migtat it is of the Eſſence of Chriſtianity : He 
A tat has not this Grace and Gift is no true 
zac chriſtian, any more than he that wants the 
he Worace and Gift of Faith and Hope in Chriſt, 
nden be one. And now abideth Faith, Hope, 


* ä 
n 


org /, theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe 
08 Clarity, faich St. Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 13. In 
10 rhich place he aſſerts at large, that the 


geateſt Endowments, the greateſt Gifts and 
1d » Graces 
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Graces of the Goſpel, will ayail nothing, M 
this of Charity be wanting. But the Fauf 
mentionꝰd in the Text is every where cot” 
demn'd in the Goſpel: Judge not, ſays o 
Bleſſed Saviour, and ye ſhall not be judged; fi 
with what y ye judge, ye ſhall be judged” 

And why beholdeſt thou the Mote that is in i 
Brot her's Eye, but conſidereſt not the Beam thi 
is in thine own Eye? Thou Hypocrite, & 
Mar. 7. 1,2,3. Nay our Lord has expreſſſ 
told us, that if we forgive not Men the 
Treſpaſſes, neither will our heavenly Father for 
give us our Treſpaſſes. Let nay true Chr 
ſtian therefore conſider how di agrecably't x 
his Profeſſion he acts, who is guilty of thi 
Sin in the Text; and how much his Salv# 
tion is hazarded, by an Indulgence to tha; 
cenſorious and uncharitable Temper, whic 
has been ſo much encourag'd, and has q; 
late ſo much prevaild amongſt us of th * 
Nation. ou 


LASTLY, let every ſincere Member e | 
the Church of England conſider, how it dif 


fers from that univerſal Charity and Lov 


which our excellent Church expreſſes in a 


its Inſtitutions, for its Members to ſhevf Ay 
themſelves ſo outrageous and virulent as ma 0 
ny of them do, not againſt a Papiſt or a Jl; ? 
ſuir, but againſt their Proteſtant Brethren « 


Let them conſider that they drive thoſe un def 


* 


happily miſtaken deluded Perſons 9 | -_ 
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; tom our Church, by 1 ſuch a Tem- 
er cowards them, inſtead of leading them 
Jently into it; and that Men may be per- 
aded or loved into a Communion, that will 
ot, nor indeed cannot he forc'd into it 
Vith a good Conſcience. But above all, let 
ach conſider what a deadly Wound is given 


o our Church by the preſent Behaviour of 
eme of its Members, who ſo ſcandalouſſy 


5 
Ui 


N ſrevaricate with God and Man in the Mat- 
7 er of Oaths; who will tell you, with a 
= are Face, that they ſwear with the Tongue, 


ut not with the Heart; and who, netwith- 
ſtanding their Oaths to the King, think them» 
elves at liberty to give their Wiſhes to the 
Pretender. I hope many Members of our 


i Church will not be found faulty in this re- 
bect; but that ſome are, muſt be confeſs'd 
1 Mvith Sorrow: and as their Behaviour muſt 
ring Reproach and Contempt upon the 
; — of our Church at leaſt ; ſo, I think, 
Mi highly behoves every Son of it, who tru- 
a loves it, ſo to behave himſelf, as to bring 
ne greater Credit and Honour to it. 


7 5 4 
. 


ov 1 
a | 1 
= THIS Church has of a long time and of- 
eu . : | 
ten been accus'd, without reaſon God know- 


8 


ct, of leaning to Popery; which, whatever 

Uh Jome of its 3 do, the Church 

unt ſelf, of all things, abhors. But as that 

hel Neflection was brought 1 it firſt by the 

on temperate Zeal, 1 A the Heat and nung; 
2 2 O 
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of many of its Members; ſo the Cry will 
with Reaſon now be doubled, when tho 
who call themſelves its trueſt Friends ar r 
bringing in Jeſuitiſm, 7. e. Atheiſm, in ord 
to bring in Popery ; for none but Jeſuits ani 
Atheiſts ever play'd with Oaths, as many al 
mongſt us do now. This therefore will 
bring a laſting Scandal upon the Church of 
England, if its Clergy and all irs Member 
are not extremely careful to prevent it, by 
better and more upright Behaviour for th 
furure. B 


THAT ſome of its Members have bee 
lately taken in open and actual Rebellion 
cannot, I ſay, be deny d: That ſome, tha 
they have not been themſelves in Arms 
were Well-wiſhers to thoſe that were, hay; 
ing pleas'd themſelves with the fancy'd Sue; 
ceſs of their Rebel Friends; and having dil 
cover'd a ſtrange Uneaſineſs at all their Diſſi en 
appointments; is alſo roo manifeſt: That or 
there are others, who did ſhew a great de: I 
of Pity and Concern for them, and exprels } chi 
pony Charity to them than ever they coul 

e prevaiPd upon to do towards thoſe wh ri. 
are quiet and peaceable in our Land, tho | 
they do in ſome things differ from us; it willig 
be to no purpoſe, neither will it e las 
Intereſt of our Church, to deny or conc tb 
That there are yet more among us, who call 
themſelves the trueſt Friends of our Ch ebe 

* 


vo did then, and do ſtill obſtruct ha in 
em lies, and condemn the neceſſary Mea 
res which our Governours have taken, a 
Muſt ftill take for their own and our Safety; 


Ind who dare loudly, and that in the rud 


© 


I baſeſt manner, revile and aſperſe our 
il treat and Gracious. KING, his moſt 1llut- 
Wrious Family, and his moſt Wiſe and Glo- 
Wous Adminiſtration, by which only our ut- 
rr Ruin has been and can be prevented; is, 
Aas! roo notorious : and is what will inevita- 
3 bly br ing a moſt laſting Scandal, if not A tos. 
nl Subverſion, to our Church; unleſs a time- 
| 9 be put to ſo reproachful a Behaviour 
Ws this is. | | | 


J 1 HOPE therefore theſe true Friends of 
Wc Church will conſider, what Load they 
Wave for ſixty. Years paſt been laying upon 
ebellion and Rebels; and that they will 
member their own loud repeated Profel- 
: lons of Paſſive Obedience and Non-Reſiſ- 
e: ce; and the many virulent Reproaches. 
ela'bich many of them have, both in ſeaſon, 
uch out of ſeaſon, thrown at others for the 
hoWM(rimes which ſome of them have been late- 
hol Ae pr which others were applaud- 


ill bs and wiſhing well to, and which many, 


7 las! too many, can now fo eaſily forgive: 
being, as it ſeems, much more excuſable 
all Wc a Papiſt (to ſay nothing of the reſt) to 
0 bel againſt. a Proteſtant Prince, who fſuf- 
g 


fer d f 


a n 5 a N wn 
f ' 1 * 5 9 
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fer f ben t them to en x tho Religion ar 
Quiet 551 Faſe, than igi 455 
teſtant ol ge his Religion, his Peron ali 
Eftate, againſt the lawleſs wicked W 

of Perjured Tyranny. 


1 


I HOPE for the fake of our Kit 1 
Church, they will at leaſt forbear either of 
practi or encourage thoſe rs. ve ( 
bellion. which they have ſo often co 
demn'd in others. And ſince God has bed 
—_— to put an end to the late Rebell 1 
begun by theſe and other wicked Pradice ; 
in fo ſpeedy and wonderful a manner; and b 
that means has yet once more deliver'd oi 
Church and Nation from Popiſh Slavery an 
Superſtition ; 1 hope all — Sons, ani 
Daughters alfo of this Church, and all whi 
are truly in the Intereſt of their Count 
will be as careful to lay aſide thoſe Diſtind 
tions which have ſo fatally divided us, in 
which alone could invite the common Ene 
my to make the long-deſign'd Artempr upo 
us, as others have been to foment and er 
courage them. I hope they will not remen 
ber any thing thar is paſt, with Malice an 
Hatred ; ws, — 16 the Sin and Wie 
kedneſs, with any manner of Reſentment c 
Indignation. I pe they will all 2 
be rtue to the Oaths they have tak 
5 Pork ex and :eatonlly unite in faithful an- 
3 . — 


Obedience to God, and his Viceg 
os 3 


nt now on the Throne; as alſo in true 
5 WW viſtian and Fervent Charity to one ano» 
er: but eſpecially to all their Proteſtant 
eecthren, of what Denomination ſoever; as 
eng thoſe with whom we agree in the moſt 
Wd beſt things, tho they are ſo unhappy as 
differ with us in ſome. | 


8 FINALLY, I hope they will, for their 
en fakes, and for the ſafety of their pre- 
Jous and immortal Souls, conſider, that 
ey cannot hope to eſcape the Judgment of 
mighty God, while they do the ſame 
Wings for which they judge other Men. 


AND God grant, that we may all both 


. and alſo may have Grace and Power 
achfully to fulfil the ſame thro Jeſus Chriſt 
Wu Lord. Amen. 


F N - 
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erceive and know what things we ought to 
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